Neurogenic Cardiac Injury.
Cardiac injury may occur following many types of brain injury, although the most widely investigated form of neurocardiogenic injury is subarachnoid hemorrhage (SAH). Echocardiography may help prognosticate and aid in the treatment of SAH if left ventricular (LV) dysfunction is suspected or if troponin levels are elevated. Cardiac catheterization, however, is not routinely recommended in SAH patients with LV dysfunction and elevated troponin. The priority should be treatment of the underlying neurological condition, even in the setting of LV dysfunction. Cardiac injury that occurs following an SAH appears to be reversible. For patients that develop brain death cardiac evaluation under optimal conditions may help increase the donor pool.